1 14	SIR WALTER SCOTT         jet. 44
celling and reprinting a certain number of sheets should
be charged to his own account. He appears to have
further indicated that he had taken counsel with some
literary person, on whose taste he placed great reliance,
and who, if he had not originated, at least approved of
the proposed process of recasting. Had Scott never pos-
sessed any such system of inter-agency as the Ballantynes
supplied, he would, among other and perhaps greater
inconveniences, have escaped that of the want of personal
familiarity with several persons, with whose confidence,
— and why should I not add? — with the innocent grati-
fication of whose little vanities — - his own pecuniary in-
terests were often deeply connected. A very little per-
sonal contact would have introduced such a character
as Blaekwood's to the respect, nay, to the affectionate
respect, of Scott, who, above all others, was ready to
sympathize cordially with honest and able men, in what-
ever condition of life he discovered them. He did both
know and appreciate Blackwood better in after-times;
but in 1816, when this communication reached him, the
name was little more than a name, and his answer to
the most solemn of go-betweens was in these terms, which
I sincerely wish I could tell how Signior Aldiborontiphos-
cophornio translated into any dialect submissible to
Bkckwood's apprehension : —
dear james, —I have received Blaekwood's impu-
dent proposal. G — d— his soul ! Tell him and his
coadjutor that I belong to the Black Hussars of Litera-
ture, who neither give nor receive criticism. I '11 be
cursed but this is the most impudent proposal that ever
was made.	W. S.1
1839. Since this took was first published, I have received
from the representatives of Mr. Blackwood several documents which throw
light on the transaction here mentioned. It will be apparent from one of
ijhose I am about to quote, that Blackwood, before he sent his message to
Jedediah Cleishbotham^had ascertained that no less a person than Mr. Gif-
ford concurred in his opinion — nay, that James Ballantyne himself took

